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About British Online Archives

British Online Archives (BOA) is one of the UK’s leading academic publishers and online
repositories. Hosting over six million records, carefully sourced from private and public
archives, such as The National Archives (UK) and British Library, our unique primary source

collections cover over 500 years of world history.

They boast extensive documentation from across the globe, providing invaluable source
material for students, educators, and researchers working within a range of scholarly
disciplines, including history, politics, sociology, and international relations. Our fascinating
digital holdings offer insights into global historical events and trends, typically through a
British lens. They serve to broaden our understanding of history, and help us to make sense of

contemporary social, cultural, economic, and political landscapes.
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British Foreign Office Confidential Print Collections

Currently, we have an exciting range of new and forthcoming primary source collections that are drawn

from the British Foreign Office’s Confidential Print series, housed at The National Archives (UK):

CONFIDENTIAL

Germany, 1920-1969: British Foreign Office Confidential Print p. 4
5 International Organisations, 1923-1969: British Foreign Office Confidential Print p.6
Italy, 1832-1969: British Foreign Office Confidential Print p.8
South-East Asia, c. 1844—1975: British Foreign Office Confidential Print p. 10

Spain and Portugal, 1837-1974: British Foreign Office Confidential Print p. 12

ﬁsm | The Slave Trade, c. 1830-1893: British Foreign Office Confidential Print p. 14

Amounting to over 189,000 images, these collections offer some of the most fascinating British Foreign
Office material, which is of extremely high value to students, educators, and researchers situated within a
range of academic fields. Significantly, these government files represent the reports and correspondence
which the Foreign Office deemed most important to preserve for posterity. In many cases, the material is
printed clearly and organised chronologically, often in volumes which feature detailed contents pages,

making it easy to navigate.

As such, our Confidential Print collections offer great entry points into this rich and detailed content.
Indeed, our skilled editorial team has tagged all of these resources comprehensively, making them all the

more easier and enjoyable to explore!

Throughout this brochure, we supply succinct overviews of each collection, alongside image counts,
sample imagery, and key quotes sourced from the documents themselves. We hope that you enjoy reading

it and learning more about these fascinating resources!
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NATIONAL | The National Archives (UK)
ARCHIVES
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BOA
Germany, 1920-1969:

British Foreign Office Confidential Print

Explore how British officials made sense of—and navigated—the dramatic changes
which Germany experienced in this critical fifty-year period.

‘ GREATER GERM
Seais

| REICHSGAUE

LANDER

DATE RANGE DOCUMENTS IMAGES

1920-1969 95 56,717

66 |t has been difficult within the compass of a relatively short report to do justice
to the magnitude of the changes which have been wrought in the moral,

political and social life of the nation.”
“Germany: Annual Report, 1933, 11 January 1934, FO 425/515: Annual Reports, 1906-1934, image 1244.

Germany, 1920-1969

Scan the QR code to learn more and to request a free trial
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BOA GERMANY, 1920-1969
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Comprising over 56,000 images sourced from The National Archives (UK), this collection surveys Foreign
Office material relating to Germany and its nearest neighbours. It contains a wide variety of documents, all of
which were selected by the Foreign Office for inclusion in its Confidential Print series, on the basis of their
significance. The twentieth century was a time of great change and turmoil for Germany. In just fifty years, it
experienced post-war revolution, an experiment with liberal democracy, the rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party, the
establishment of a brutal dictatorship, the horrors of war and genocide, occupation by foreign powers, and
division into two ideologically-opposed states.

Throughout this period, Britain’s fate was closely entwined with Germany’s. The two countries shared a
number of important similarities and, as two of the most powerful states in Europe, their relations could have
serious implications for the continent and beyond. During the two world wars, they were bitter adversaries,
but, at other times, they enjoyed periods of peaceful and friendly co-operation. The government files in this
collection reveal how well-informed British officials and diplomats perceived, interpreted, and responded to
Germany throughout much of this critical period, offering an unrivalled English-language insight into the

frequent and significant changes which Germany experienced during that time.

PROTOCOL OF THE ‘ CORRESPONDENCE

PROCEEDINGS OF THE

BERLIN CONFERENCE
2 AUGUST, 1945

RESPECTING

(THE POTSDAM AGREEMENT)

d J
DECLARA’I‘IOaIIQ.1 REGARDING GENERAL AFFAIRb IN
THE DEFEAT OF GERMANY CENTR AL EUROPE

5 JUNE, 1945 St
and

CONTROL COUNCIL
PROCLAMATION No. 2
20 SEPTEMBER, 1945

Many documents in this collection relate directly to the The collection includes files on Austria, Czechoslovakia,
Second World War, such as this handbook. It helped British Hungary, and Poland, particularly during the Nazi
officers understand the complexities of the Nazi state. period, when these countries were absorbed into the

German Empire.

British Foreign Office Confidential Print - Collections Brochure 05



BOA
International Organisations, 1923-1969:

British Foreign Office Confidential Print

Explore Britain’s relationship with the League of Nations and the United Nations as

those organisations sought to create a more peaceful world.

DATE RANGE DOCUMENTS IMAGES

1923-1969 41 10,549

€6 15 unite in order to live and prosper; that is the imperious necessity which
henceforth confronts the nations of Europe.”

M. Briand, “Memorandum on the Organisation of a System of European Federal Union”, 1 May 1930, FO 411: Further
Correspondence Respecting the League of Nations, Part XI, January to June 1930, image 140.

International Organisations, 1923-1969

Scan the QR code to learn more and to request a free trial
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120
Z 9997341 No 19
YOTING ON FURTHER UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS
Sir A Cadogan o Vr. Bevin. (Received 19tk November)

2. The attenuated resolution consisting
ragraphs 1 and 3 only was adopted
Attorney-General then made an
vy statement : for text see my im-
ing Lelegram

ter expressing Tegret at

New York,
18tk November, 1947

ain.
Uruguay, Philippines, Ukeaine, Bl
Salvador and Poland spoke before vote
wwas faken in plenary session of Asscmbly
on 17tk November. Resolubion as sel outin  failure of nbly to approve the second
supporteur’s report (A{479) and in my  paragraph, gave notice of 1s understanding
telegram No. voted on paragraph  that last year's resolution remained in
by paragraph as follows :— orce
Pyragraph 1.—Approved 87:5:11.
Daragraph 2—Rejected (as it failed to
get the necossary two-thi s majority
vote) 2016 -8
Paragraph 3—Approved 36 5 :12

1 416/431 No 20

THE PALESTINE QUESTION AT THE SECOND ANNUAL SESSION OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER 1947)

T scemed doubtful, when the Assembly  ative means of enforcement as an integral
e, whether a two thirds majority could be  part of any recommendation they might
ablained for the plan of partition recom-  adopt.
mended by the majority of the United 3. In accordance with this decision, the
Nations Special Committee on Palestine  Colonial Secretary made a statement on the
TN )1y, Lt was evident that the 26t September, at the second meeting of

States Covernment would be
obliged to give at least general suppart, o
he plan, and its influence would be con-
But Russo-American relations,
he opening stages of Lhe
v, wore such as to offer little
peration between the Slay
nited States in relation to
Thus the Arah Delegations,
ssured of practically solid supporl from
the ropresentatives of Asia, had good hopes
of sccuring more than a third of the votes
cast aud 5o of blocking the plan. They
were under no illusion as to the chances of
their own counter proposal for a unitary
Palestinian State with a permanent Arab

the Ad Hor Committee on the Palestinian
question. The following is au extract from
this statement:—

“Tlis Majesty’s Government are not.
theniselves prepared to undertake the
task of imposing a policy in Palestine by
force of arms. Likewise, in considering.
any proposal to the efiect that Tlis

ajecty’s Covernment should partici-
pate with others in the enforcement of a.
settlement, they must take into account
both the inherent justice of the settlement.
and the extent 10 which force would be
required to give effect to it .. In
order that there may be no misunder

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS, 1923-1969

ABBREVIATED REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE FUTURE OF
THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

WE have been instrcted to consider the problents which will arise when it
becomes necessary to efect the formal dissolution of the League of Nations,
following che establishment of 4 new World Organisation on the basis of the
Duuiharton Oiks proposals

2. While il is clear thit the establishment of the new Organisation will
involve the disappearanice of the Teagoe, this result would not be produced
antomatically. ‘Tke League is soill in existence and virrying on some of its
furetions; ifs Membe.s a-e Lill bound by their obligatione der the Covenant,
including the obligation to contribiite Lo the expenses of the Teague. f, there.
fre, the Members of the Leagne who join the new Organisation an not to find
themselves in the position of Leing mémbers of two fite s
and hound by two sets of oblizations, which will certainly not he identi
might well be inconsistent with each nther, some formal step will be necossary
10 effect. the dissolution of the Teague and the releuse of its Membrs from their
abligations under the Covenant

3. Drovision must alsa be made for the transfer to the new Organisation of
Siach G the Lesge’s Fune £

and Lo some
the Teague should be transferred to the new
possesses cartain assete and liabilitios wiich

e new Organisation to such extent ns may.

4.

2 of the Taague which doz
from the Covenanr, iz ozive

When the Coveniant
Iy termiriate, o

ation may pecform will de 0
aud be quite indeponden Sovenant. Lhis Report accordingly deals only
with what may bo generally deseribed ax the nonpulitical fnctions of the League,
except in so far as certain functions of a political character conferred upon the
Lengue by Greaties otlier than the Covenant are considered in Chapter ITT

, & Thero are, hiwwcer, bwo particular functions of the Teague which we
fecl it desirable o menilon here. Theso ate the fazctions emnected witk the
mendatuny system, which derive from Article 92 of )

wtion of minorilics, which derive

subject. The quostion whethor these Zunctions shoold
whether in (hat they should be transferred to the new

Orgazisation, depends upon the decisions which will ultimately have o be (aken

as io the futuze treatment of these by subjects o acending
. subjects, We huve accordingly not
attempted to deal with these particular functions in this Report, but wo think
it well to call attention to the existere of the question

6. The International Labour Organisation, though organically connect
with the League, is 1o largo Cxlant, xseparate Sxmnintin o np(;)r:‘n;&'ﬁ:‘»
be penerally agreed that it will continue o oXist i any caso, Tn thatl Syent g
question of the rransier of ils functions will arise. and we have therefore ooy
attempte o position of the Tuternational Lahour Orgarisatisn

Stalin declared, substantially, in 1939 that
it was ot Hitler who had attacked France
and the United Kingdom but rather France
and the United Kingdom which had
cked Hitler.  Generalissimo  Stalin'’s
view appears to be, unless | am
0, that it was not the North Koreans
cked the Republic of Korea last
June but rather the United States, together
with some Korean allies, which attacked
the authoritics of North Korea. Nobody
outside the Soviet Union—and even there
have been a lttle discreet surprise
—believed Generalissimo Stalin in 1939, and
nobody outside the Soviet Union belicves
him now
The fact is that Hitler and his Nazs sct
the world ablaze in 1939 and that the North
Korean Communist warlords took the same
incendiary action in 1950 But it is the
same old story.  When Hitler let loose the
dogs of war, he did not expect himself to
be bitten by those dogs—in other words,

81

he did st expect that the German people
would suffer by reason of his abominable
act. Nor did the North Korean Communist
warlords believe that the horrors of war
would descend upon their unfortunate
country as a result of their disgraceful
decision. And yet both Hitler and the
North Koreans were wrong. Modern war
is a horrible d in my own
country we have a pretty fair conception of
how horrible itis. But there is only one way
to escape these horrors, and it is after all
simple way. Governments in fact,
ver dictatorial, should not commi acts

ession. 1T they do, a great many
innocent people will suffer, as they are now
suffering in Korea. But the responsibility
for such suffering can only lie with the
people who caused it, namely, the North
Korean leaders. If they really want to stop.
it, they can do it to-morrow: simply by
complying with the various resolutions of
the Security Council.

an

Security Council : Extract from Verbatim Record of 501st Meeting,
12th September,

Attitude of Soviet Representative

The President (Sir Gladwyn Jebb): 1
think there really are no more speakers now.
However, before proceeding to the vote, T
should like (o say a few words on behalf of
my delegation. The insults hurled by the
representative of the Soviet Union against
the forces and the Governments of the
United Nations now engaged in upholding
the principle that aggression does not pay

may well be resented, and they will be
resented. But it is equally possible that
they may be interpreted us evidence of the
success which is atlending the present efforts
of the brave defenders of demouracy in
Korea, and il is in this light that L por-
sonally, think that we would be well-adviscd
0 regard them.

UP 2113/12 No. 16

INVASION OF SOUTHERN KOREA

Use of United Nations Flag

)

Sir G. Jebb to Mr. Younger. (Received 5th July)

After the First World War, the victorious Allies sought to create an international system which would resolve

disputes between states through diplomacy and thus avert another major conflict. This took the form of the

League of Nations. Established in 1920, it failed to avert the outbreak of the Second World War. While this fate
has been cited as evidence of its fundamental failings, the League did play a vital role in creating a language and
framework for international relations which persists to this day. The League’s successor, the United Nations

(UN), shared many of its noble and ambitious goals, but has also faced widespread criticism. Britain played a

key role in the establishment and leadership of both of these organisations.

The material is principally correspondence and reports, sent between British diplomats, envoys (particularly

Britain’s representatives and delegates at the League and the UN), and civil servants in the Foreign Office in

London. It offers unrivalled insights into Britain’s role in, and relationship to, the League and the UN. It also

provides a wide-ranging summary of all manner of major world affairs in this period. This collection will be of

value to those interested in international relations and key historical themes, such as diplomacy, empire, war, and

peace. It will also appeal to students, educators, and researchers situated within the fields of political

science, economics, and philosophy.

[C 10829/2072/18] No. 18.

Memorandum respecting the Admission of Germany to ithe League of Nations.

THE question of the admission of Germany to the League was first raised in the
autumn of 1920 owing to the fact that the question of the adr]ﬂssl()u of new States to
the League was upon the agenda of the assembly which met in November 1920. At
this time the French Government made it plain that they were opposed to the entry of
Germany until she had given real proof of the cxecution of her treaty obligations in
accordance with article 1 of the Covenant of the League, which reads: “ Any tully self-
governing State . . . . may become a member of the League il its admission is agreed
to by two-thirds of the assembly, provided that it shall give effective guarantees of its
sincere intention to observe its international obligations and shall accept such
regulations as may be prescribed by the League in regard to its military, naval and
air forces and armaments.” . i .

2. The question came up again in July 1921, when Mr. Fisher had an interview
with M. Millerand. M. Millerand then stated that before Germany could come into the
League the stability of the Wirth Government must be assured a'nd it must have given
substantial proof that it was anxious to execute its treaty obligations. i oy

3. The next occasion when the question was raised was at the end of April 1922,
when it was thought well to ascertain the attitude of Germany towards admission to
the league before the 1922 assembly met. The German objections were then put
forward in an unofficial memorandum handed by Herr von Haniel, Under-Secretary of
State, to Lord I’Abernon. They were :—

(1.) The method of admission under article 1 of the covenant. .

(2.) Germany would not imme‘die\_tely‘ have a permq::grft seat on the council.

b P wanld cnarnaly ha naceihla

The sources in this collection evidence one of the key
challenges facing the League during its early years: deciding
whether Germany should be permitted to join.

British Foreign Office Confidential Print - Collections Brochure

The Korean War (1950-53) is among the few occasions

eyes of world opinion, and particularly of
United States opinion.

2. The year opened with the Soviet boy-
cott of the Security Council which was soon
extended to all other United Nations bodies
on which they were represented. There
followed a sort of ** twilight ” period which
lasted until the aggression in Korea on
25th June. The absence of the Soviet and
satellite representatives during this time con-
ferred certain positive and very tangible
advantages. The Economic and Social
Council was able to complete its work at its
Spring and Summer sessions in a much
shorter time and in a more harmonious and
constructive atmosphere than ever before.
This reflects the difference which has, of
course, always existed between the political
tasks of the United Nations and its economic
and social work In both fields the U.S.S.R.
has been consistently obstructive and has
contributed nothing to United Nations pro-
jects. But whereas the solution of any
major political problem requires the co-
operation or at least the acquiescence of the
Soviet Union this is not true of economic
and social matters. There is fortunately no
veto in the Economic and Social Council

and althanah Cammunict aranamanda mau

of decisive importance.

4. In spite of the fact that the day-to-day
work of the United Nations was in many
ways much easier during this  twilight ”
period there remained a fecling of deep
disquiet. It was obvious that the Soviet
boycott could not continue indefinitely and
there were many who feared that it was
merely the prelude to the formal secession
of the Soviet bloc from the United Nations.
Although there was some irresponsible talk
of throwing the Russians out there is no
doubt that the large majority of member
States were most anxious to avoid a step
which would have meant the final abandon-
ment of the concept of the United Nations
as a world organisation.

5. It was in this atmosphere that the
Secretary-General made his tour of the four
main capitals in the spring of 1950 and pre-
sented his ten-point plan for resolving the
deadlock. The British, American and
French Governments were in full sympathy
with his objective and were very ready to
support any initiative which offered real
prospects of success. This quality was not
very apparent in M. Lie’s plan. It was
based on the assumption that an amicable
enlntion wonld  first he fonnd far  the

where the UN mustered a multinational force to participate

in a conflict. The sources document British attitudes to this.
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ltaly, 1832-1969:

British Foreign Office Confidential Print

Explore how British officials made sense of—and navigated—the dramatic changes
which ltaly experienced through the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

DATE RANGE DOCUMENTS IMAGES

1832-1969 44 16,650

(14 Italy is being formed, but it is not yet complete.”

Proclamation of the Prince Eugene de Carignan in Naples, January 1861, FO 482/19: Further Correspondence Relating to the
Affairs of Italy, December 1860 to June 1861, image 76.

Italy, 1832-1969

Scan the QR code to learn more and to request a free trial
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7 3039/1019/22 No. 16
ACTIVITIES AND ORGANISATION OF CATHOLIC ACTION IN
TALY

Sir V. Mallett to Mr. Benin,  (Reccived 110 April)
o, 122) Whether indeed it is due to the physical
prosimity of the Vatican or to the fact that

¢ Gallican movement in France, it is o faa.
that in {his conntry something of a divorce
an press rogarding  exists hetween the * intellectual * world of
which Catholic Action had or arl

1 cal sphere of

S
xare pleuly

suholars of repute who s
holics in the academic
o v can show uo equivalent at
bicer from the present; time 10, ¢.g., Francois Mauriae
erice between Mr. Perowne and  However that may be, Catholic Action alure

ttor summarising the con-  of the vazious trends of opinion ywhich

g to the Ch
Party. Yon will alrea

from me o Sir T condemn communiom has bult up an active
s on 29th January and apparently ellicient cellular organisa
article by Signor Verouese, the  tion

President of Catholic Actiou, sunmarised
in paragraph 5 of Mr. Perowne’s despatch
ce, bears out the popularly

my Tnformation Department
Tugenio Dol Monte, who is

, the organ of
branch o the

(at any Tate in the
time and effort) can be found
at which has enabled the
v o build up iis existing
on. It should be added that
despite the evident, devotion of Cath sident of the Youth'
Action, presumably in response to di o Carcito. At leash
tives from high cecle o0 Siguor Gedda aw ar Carctto are
priniples of advanced social reform (it s known ta share the view that the only way

a
below) is Professir

ITALY, 1832-1969

AUSTRIA-HUNGARIAN-ITALIAN
FRONTIER (PAE 819)

TREATY OF LONDON LINE (1915)
WILSON LINE (1920)

PACT OF ROME FRONTIER (1924)
MORGAN LINE (1945)

=+ YUGOSLAV-TALIAN FRONTIER (1947) Report on Mission to the Holy See.
BOUNDARIES OF THE

FREE TERRITORY OF TRIESTE

Count de Salis 1o the Marquess Curzon of K edloston—(Received October 95.)

Travellers' €1ub, Octoher 25, 1922,

¢ Lord. i i
2 Ifi}.'«\‘}: the honour to submit to your Lordship herewith a confidential report
. . ssion to Iy See.
pomw oo on the mission to the Holy e
et J e SALLS
S e _
Tnclosure.
N Report on Mission to the Holy See

Contuns.

Few European countries have experienced as much upheaval and transformation in the last two centuries as

Italy. At the start of the period covered by this collection, Italy as a nation-state did not exist; instead, its

constituent parts comprised independent kingdoms and principalities, parts of larger empires such as that of

the Habsburgs, or areas ruled by the papacy. The process of forging the modern ltalian nation, known as the

Risorgimento, is a fascinating case study of the major trends of nineteenth-century European politics. During the

twentieth century, Italy fought in both world wars. In the period between, it fell under the sway of Benito

Mussolini’s Fascist Party. Throughout this period, Britain’s fate was often entangled with Italy’s in complex

ways—as allies, rivals, and outright enemies.

This collection offers key insights into the numerous changes and reconfigurations which Italy experienced

throughout this period. Topics which are covered in particular depth are the revolutionary activity of 1848, the

unification campaigns of the 1850s and 1860s (and Britain’s role therein), the emergence of Italian fascism

and the establishment of Mussolini’s dictatorship, as well as the role of Italy in the two world wars. Reports

from British envoys to the Holy See also document significant developments within the organisation and

outlook of the Roman Catholic Church throughout this tumultuous era. This collection will appeal to those

interested in the history of Italy, modern political and religious thought, as well as war and diplomacy.

No. 202.
Sir J. Hudson to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 23.)
(No. 121.)
My Lord, Turin, March 19, 1861.

I HAVE the honour herewith to inclose a copy of the Law, as published
by the official Gazette of last night, in virtue of which King Victor Emmanuel 11
assumes for himself and his successors the title of  King of Italy.”

1 have, &c.
{Signed) JAMES HUDSON.

Inclosure in No, 202.
Low empowering King Victor Emmanuel to assume the Title of * King of Italy.”

Vittorio Emmanuele 1I, Re di Sardegna, di Cipro e di Gerusalemme, &c., &c.

IL Senato e la Camera dei Deputati hanno approvato ;

Noi abbiamo ionato e promulghi quanto segue :

Articolo unico. Il Re Vittorio Emmanuele 11 assume per sé e suoi suceessori
il titolo di ** Re d’Ttalia.”

Ordiniamo che la presente, munita del Sigillo dello Stato, sia inserta nella
Raccolta degli Atti del Governo, mandando a chiunque spetti di osservarla e di
farla osservare come Legge dello Stato.

Dato a Torino, addi 17 Marzo, 1861.

o SRS TIIYPARTA TAIAFANTTTOY T

In March 1861, Victor Emmanuel Il, King of Piedmont-
Sardinia, became King of Italy. This development prompted
a flurry of British diplomatic correspondence.

British Foreign Office Confidential Print - Collections Brochure
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Mussolini, made their position im}JmssibIe. They were obviuusiy no longer in control
of the situation, and the only question was how soon and in what manner Signor
Facta should resign. The question was under continual discussion in the Cabinet
after the middle of October, and negotiations were opened with Signor Giolitti with
a view to his forming a Government, to include the Fascisti, which the Popular Party,
the Right and the Democrat groups, or a majority of them, might accept. The
negotiations, in spite of the public approval with which Giolitti's name was greeted,
failed, however, owing to the excessive demands of the Fascisti in respect of
portfolios. Signor Facta, moreover, took the view that he should at all events remain
on in office to face the Chamber on its reassembly on the 7th November and only resign
on a hostile vote. The supporters of this view eventually carried the day in the
Cabinet as against those who favoured an immediate resignation without awaiting
the meeting of Parliament, and the crash seemed to be postponed. The Government
even appeared to show a commendable initiative in inviting d’Annunzio, whose
jealousy of Mussolini is none the less real for being veiled, and who had recently been
showing marked attention to the Socialist Labour leaders, to speak at the Capitol on
Armistice Day on the subject of reconciliation in the higher interests of Italy.

77. On the 24th Oectober the long-prepared Fascista demonstration at Naples
took place. Although originally designed to launch a propaganda campaign in the
south, its success was so marked, whilst the situation in Rome appeared to be s
fluid, that Signor Mussolini evidently concluded that the moment to strike had come.
He hurried to Milan and mobilised the Fascisti of Umbria, Tuscany and Latium for
“ a spiritual march ” on Rome. At the same time he advanced his claim, no longer
for four portfolios, but for the whole Government. On the 27th October Signor Facta
offered the resignation of his Cabinet, which had definitely split the Rrevious night
an the amection of recistance to the Fascisti  The Kino at firet. refused to accent the

In October 1922, thousands of Fascists marched on Rome.
The crisis ended when the king appointed Mussolini

as prime minister. The British Embassy reported on

these events.
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Explore the clash of nations and empires that shaped South-East Asia throughout the

nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

DATE RANGE DOCUMENTS IMAGES

1844-1975 282 45,826

66 7The Communist resort to arms in Malaya and the developments in
neighbouring countries have focussed world attention in South-East Asia.”

“South-East Asia: Quarterly Economic Report July—September 1948”, FO 436/18: Correspondence Respecting South-East
Asia and the Far East, (General): Part 1, 1949, image six.

South-East Asia, c. 1844-1975

Scan the QR code to learn more and to request a free trial

British Foreign Office Confidential Print - Collections Brochure 10


https://britishonlinearchives.com/collections/143/south-east-asia-c-1844-1975-british-foreign-office-confidential-print?utm_source=print&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=cp-collection-summaries&utm_content=south-east-asia

BOA SOUTH-EAST ASIA, C. 1844-1975

The history of South-East Asia throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries is fascinating, complex,
and entwined with Britain’s own experiences during that period. According to the Foreign Office’s own
interpretation, the region known as South-East Asia extended from the Indian subcontinent, through present-day
Thailand and Vietnam, and out to the island groupings of modern Malaysia, Indonesia, and the Philippines.
During the period, competing empires vied for supremacy in this region alongside influential independent
states, such as Siam.

Comprising over 45,000 images, the material is principally correspondence and reports, sent between British
diplomats and envoys across the region, and civil servants in the Foreign Office in London. Naturally,
documentation relating to the British empire features most prominently, but the collection also supplies key
information on the French, Dutch, and American empires. The collection likewise spotlights local actors, such
as political leaders and citizens. Its coverage of the often violent process of decolonisation—including the
partition of India, the Malayan Emergency, and the Vietnam wars—is particularly strong. This collection will be
of value to those interested in South-East Asia and the broader themes of empire, war, and diplomacy. It will also
appeal to those situated within the fields of political science, economics, geography, and religious studies.

Many of the items in this collection are bound volumes in The region formed a key theatre of the Second World War,

excellent condition. They offer significant insights into British as Japanese expansionism came up against European and
foreign policy across South-East Asia. American colonial forces.
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Explore how British officials understood—and navigated—the dramatic changes which
Spain and Portugal experienced throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

"WIGILANCI

EN * LA* RETAGUARDIA

DATE RANGE DOCUMENTS IMAGES

1837-1974 84 27,604

66 Ourimmediate interest is to keep the Germans out of the Peninsula, and our future
interest to have a Spain that is not dominated by our enemies. Provided that these two
points are firmly maintained, we can, | suggest, look dispassionately at the marches
and counter-marches of the Spanish leaders.”

Sir S. Hoare to Mr. Eden, 22 February 1943, FO 498/40: Miscellaneous Papers, 1895-1973, image 508.

Spain and Portugal, 1837-1974
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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING
PORTUGAL—PART §

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE
RP 1011/1 No. 1

PORTUGAL: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1954

Mr. McVittie to Sir Anthony Eden. (Received January 14)

(No. 1. Confidential) Lishon,
January 5, 1955.
With reference to Sir Nigel Ronald's
despatch No. 3 of January 6, 1954, 1 h
the honour to submit a report on Portugal
for 1954, 1 am indebled to Mr. R. L. D
Jasper, counsellor at this embassy, for ils
political section

Internal Afairs
2, Slr l\ugc\ Ronald’s report for 1953

i
mind of the Prime Minister, Dr.
had been occupied in the preceding year,
These were the building up of the off
person of the President, the pes r[ecm)n 01
the mechanism of the Corporative State
and the establishment of an effective
Opposition, without permitting the growth
of Opposition parties. It is mainly on these

fronts that the year now under review has

seen further gradual development in the
internal affairs of the country.

3. The Government's further efforts to
build up the Presidency have not B with

SPAIN AND PORTUGAL, 1837-1974

appearance of substance. But from the
beginning he has been made to do more or

everything that Dr, Salazar thinks
desirable, And President Craveiro Lopes,
thought 1o be capable of

as well as pliancy, has nndoubt-
cdly found this mereasingly disagreeable, Tn
private life he has retired more and more
nto the socicty of a number of his army

contempernries I public s shasre of

i e
under which he has made his public

ra Thus at the end of the year
ps as much Dr. Salazar's own
y personal defects in the

i
President himself which had conspited to
prevent the achievement of this particular
contribution to the problem of the stability
of the State after Dr. Salazar’s death. And

application of professorial theory under
pmmcal conditions.

4. The apparent fuilure of Dr. Salazar’s
attempt to unite Portugal under the
Presidency has focussed increasing atten-
tion upon the question of his own successor.
It is probable that_Portuguese opinion
tegards the present. Minister of Defence,

Britain’s relationships with Spain and Portugal have been among its closest, and most complicated, ties to

Europe for hundreds of years. Imperial rivalry persisted into the nineteenth century and colours the earlier

documents within this collection. Yet there was also widespread economic co-operation and a spirit of

friendship with roots in the Napoleonic Wars. During the first half of the twentieth century, Britain’s interest in

Spain hinged upon its volatile politics—the swings from extremes of right and left which characterised the

interwar years, culminating in the Spanish Civil War and the rise of Francisco Franco as dictator. During this

period, Portugal also became a right-wing dictatorship under Anténio de Oliveira Salazar and his Estado

Novo movement.

The material is principally correspondence and reports, sent between British diplomats and envoys in Spain and

Portugal, and civil servants in the Foreign Office in London. It iluminates the numerous changes and

reconfigurations which the Iberian countries experienced during this period. Topics which are covered in

particular depth are the nineteenth-century imperial tensions experienced around territories such as Cuba and

Gibraltar; the development of normalised economic and trade arrangements between Britain, Spain, and

Portugal; Britain’s controversial policy of non-intervention during the Spanish Civil War; and the management of

complex relationships between Britain and the two right-wing regimes following the Second World War.

Gibraltar commands the straits separating the

Mediterranean and the Atlantic. Held by Britain since

1713, it has long been a contentious issue in Anglo-

Spanish relations.

British Foreign Office Confidential Print - Collections Brochure
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PORTUGUESE FOREIGN POLICY

Sir Charles Stirling to Mr. Macmillan.

(No. 103. Restricted) Lisbon,
Sir, June 6, 1955,

I have the honour to report two recent
statements on Portuguese foreign policy
made in circumstances which perhaps give
the statements themselves more than usual
lmpcrlanu:

2. On the 28th of May, during the
customary celebrations of the Revolution of
1926 which marked the beginning of the
Estado Novo, various spokesmen described
in uniformly glowing panegyrics the work
of their particular departments of govern-
ment. Among these spokesmen was
Dr. José Corréa de Barros, Director-General
of the Economie Section at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. He defined the course of
Portuguese foreign policy as follows:—

(Received June 13)

the Corporative Chamber and an intimate
collaborator and possible successor to
Dr, Salazar, stated that Portuguese foreign
policy was guided by three main factors:
the alliance with Britain, arising naturally
from geography; the Iberian Pact, which
stemmed from the contiguity of Portugal
and Spain and the similarity of their
Governments’ principles; and the fraternal
link with Brazil. Portugal regretted and
had several times officially voiced her regret,
that Spain did not belong to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation; but could feel
only pleasure that neither she nor Spain
belonged to that Tower of Babel, the United
Nations.

4. These two statements are, I am sure,
to be regarded as no more than glosses on

In 1955, Portugal’s Estado Novo regime described the

Anglo-Portuguese Alliance, signed in 1373, as the

“keystone” of their country’s foreign policy.
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Explore the role of foreign policy and diplomacy in British anti-slavery efforts.

DATE RANGE DOCUMENTS IMAGES

1830-1893 89 32,127

(14 [T]his House has learnt with deep regret|. . .] that the Traffic in Slaves still continues to
be carried on [. . .] to an extent almost as great as at any former period of its existence,
and attended with circumstances of additional cruelty and horror.”

“Address of the House of Commons, To the King, on the Subject of Slave Trade”, 19 May 1835, FO 541/51: Various Papers on
the Slave Trade, 1662 to 1861, image 39.

The Slave Trade, c. 1830-1893
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BOA THE SLAVE TRADE, C. 1830-1893

AN
~ ORDER OF THE KING IN COUNCIL

FOR CONSOLIDATING THE SEVERAL LAWS

P

FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITION OF THE SLAVES
e
HIS MAJESTY'S COLO NIES
o

| RINIDAD, BERBICE, DEMERARA, ST. LUCIA, THE CAPE OF
GOOD HOPE, AND MAURITIUS. 2

uses of Purkioment, by Co
FEBRUARY, 1880, 2

Britain’s role in the history of slavery is long and complex. After decades of abolitionist campaigning, the Act for
the Abolition of the Slave Trade in 1807 ended Britain’s involvement in the transatlantic trade in enslaved
people. It also marked the beginning of a new chapter of international anti-slavery diplomacy in the nineteenth
century. This included the formation of a Royal Navy squadron to police the West African coast and to intercept
ships of other nations still engaged in the slave trade. There was also a concerted diplomatic endeavour to
push other states and rulers—in Europe, Africa, the Middle East, and the Americas—towards abolition.

Comprising over 32,000 images from Foreign Office files at The National Archives (UK), this collection
includes diplomatic correspondence and reports sent between London and British officials, agents, and naval
officers working across the world. It offers unrivalled insights into official attitudes towards slavery and the
formation of policies relating to formerly enslaved people. Crucially, it highlights the confluence, and
contradictions, of political strategy, military strength, and moral mission, in the high imperial era. This collection
will be of interest to historians of slavery, abolition, empire, and diplomacy. It will also appeal to those situated
within the fields of political science and economics.

The Red Sea slave trade was a long-running maritime Philanthropic groups supported anti-slavery efforts. In Cairo,
network. Britain sought to suppress it, whilst also protecting the Home for Freed Women Slaves provided care and
its imperial interests and lucrative routes to India. support for women who had escaped slavery.
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Our Curation Process and its Benefits

Our skilled team takes great care in curating our unique primary source collections. This process yields

high-quality products, as well as substantial benefits for all involved: BOA, our archival partners, and,

ultimately, our users. We’d like to take this opportunity to outline the key steps!

1.

Based on a proposal from a member of our content
team (all of whom have a background in historical
scholarship), we collaborate with staff at the relevant
archives, libraries, and heritage institutions, as well as
with external academics and heritage experts, to shape
the collection.

3.

Each image undergoes Optical Character Recognition
(OCR), meaning that you can search for words or
phrases. Our collections also employ the Universal
Viewer (UV). This offers the “deep zoom” feature,
allowing users to examine details in an image without
lowering the quality. Collections that contain handwritten
script benefit from Handwritten Text Recognition (HTR)
software, delivering a significant increase in search

term accuracy.

5.

Collections are then reviewed by editorial boards
composed of scholars and heritage experts. They also
contribute supplementary materials, such as contextual
essays, which complement articles produced by
members of our team, as well as our innovative source-

based teaching packs.
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Unique Primary Source Collections

2.

The next step is equally important: conservation of the
physical documents. This ensures that they remain in
excellent condition for use by other researchers. The
documents are then digitised to the highest standards,
with the digitisation costs borne by BOA.

4.

As well as preparing marketing materials, our editorial
team likewise ensure that collections are tagged,
making them easier to explore.

6.

Finally, we should highlight that the digitised images that
each institution has contributed are made available to
them for free and in perpetuity. Our archival partners
likewise receive royalties from any sales that we make.
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