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AFRICA AS 4 WHOLE

The Lfrican continemt has now become a decisive sector for the -
imperielists «~ and for the united fight of the British people with the
ooloniel peoples. For the imperialists it is o vast reservoir of raw
mterials, mineral wealth, strategic wer material, cheop labour, and
for the exbraction of moximam profits. It oocupies one-fifth of the
carth!s suxrface, has huge reserves of iron orc and its potential .
water-power is throe times as groat as the whole of Europe =~ only 2% of
whioh is being utilised, Togother with o considorable production of cotton,
wool, columbite, and many obher products, in terms of the percemtoge of .
oapitalist world production it accounts for the following: . .

Diemonds (industrial)  80% Phosphates 3645%
Gold 57.7% Copper 18%
Chrome or/ond Yenganese  30% Hord Fibres 40,4%
Cooon 68,3% Bln 0i1 6945%.
Sisl 75% Coffeo 15,35%
Cobalt : 80%

Lt the sams time, African economy is based minly on agriculture, upon
" whioh three-quarters of tho peoples depend, and most Lerritories are Linitod
%0 one or two main crops, The mumbor of wage=earmers in industry is 49 of the
total population of 202 million, and tho most industrialised territorias are
the Union of South Africa, and Southern Rhodesia, Afxrican wege levels rango
totweon 10/~ and 30/ a weok and is gewerally omo twemtieth the rete for
white workers. : ,

hfrice has beon divided and ro=-divided among the imperialist powozs sinco
1876, whon 10% of the combinent had boon: partitioned, rising to 90%: in 1900.
After its complobe division in 1914 it was redivided after tho first world
wmr, and again aftor the second world war. It is now divided among six
ooloniel povwers = Britain, Franco, Bolgium, Portugal, Italy, with the
U, S\, virtually in comtrol of Liborie and increasing its fimanecial -
penetration throughout ifrica. | o

Tobal foreign investmomts in Africn in 1949 was £1,222 million of
which the tilk is British lrwestments. U.S. capital is meinly comentratod
in South Africa and. the two Rhodesias,. Jipart from this, thero are largp
Goverment investments through.tho medium of the Marshall FPlan, Point
Four, 0.E,E.C. oo, All of these howover are doveted to Llong~term projects
of providing public servioces (pgwer schomes, water supplics, rallwys, roads,
_bridges, etc. ) whioch pave the way for private foreign investmonts to get
the bonofits.of more immediato and bigger profits, .

 AMrica looms largo in thy imporielist wer plans, The RAGF, has
Plown 10 million miles in the past six yoars, mking & photographic




