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Harry Pollitt from strikes and industrial action… 

British Online Archives updated 

collection, Agitation and the Internal 
Politics of British Communism, 
1907-1977 is drawn from the personal 

papers of one of the titans of British 

communism, Harry Pollitt. 

Harry Pollitt served as General 

Secretary of the CPGB from 1929 

until 1956. During his early tenure, he 

strongly advocated fascist resistance 

to Franco’s Spain and Hitler’s Germany 

in the 1930s.
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…to building a ‘United Front’ against fascism

The collection hosts extensive correspondence from the 1930s, largely pertaining to the 
transition from Stalin’s policy of ‘Class Against Class’ to the building of a ‘United Front’

During his twilight years Pollitt travelled on 
speaking tours to the Soviet Union, India, 
China, Australia, and New Zealand.

Sources include: Archive Trust of the Communist Party of Great Britain

Over 4 million records covering 1000 years of 
world history: from politics & warfare, to slavery 
& revolution.

The collection contains over 14500 unique 
images.

The material found in this collection 

initially coalesces around Pollitt’s 

personal life and his position in British 

trade unionism, namely his role in the 

Boilermakers Society and the National 

Minority Movement. 

As his significance within the CPGB 

grew, the material shows how Pollitt 

became a crucial agent in shaping the 

party’s policy both during the Second 

World War and during the emergence 

of the Cold War in the 1940s and 

1950s.

This collection is one of many CPGB 
resources hosted on the British Online 
Archives website.

“Though Pollitt took some time to establish his authority, by the mid-1930s 

he functioned as de facto party ‘leader’ and a sort of tribune of the anti-fascist 

left.” 

Professor Kevin Morgan.

Pollitt was a staunch advocate of war 
against Nazi Germany, and lost his role 
as General Secretary for two years for his 
refusal to back the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. 


