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THE EAST INDIA COMPANY: LAYING FOUNDATIONS FOR THE BRITISH COLONIAL
DOMINATION OF INDIA.

The collection offers a unique perspective on the complex geopolitical circumstanc-
es of India during the 18th century, and how the foundations of British colonialism
were established through the activities and campaigns of the East India Company.
Drawing from the papers of two East India Company employee’s, Colonel Robert
Clive and Brigadier-General John Carnac, the collection offers an insight into how
the East India Company became increasingly influential after the weakening of the
Mughal Empire during the 18th century.

Of particular interest are events like the pivotal Battle of Plassey in 1757, the ‘Black
Hole of Calcutta’ incident, and the British military expedition against the Dutch in
1759.

These papers enable the reader to study how the burgeoning commercial and
political power of the East India Company fused into monolithic rule of the Indian
subcontinent.

As mentioned, there are two key figures from which this collection is drawn. Robert
Clive was a British military commander and eventual Governor of Bengal. Through
his political and military actions in India, he amassed vast personal wealth and
played a key role in laying the foundations for British domination of India for the next
few centuries. John Carnac served as Commander-in-Chief of the East India Compa-
ny in India between 1760-1761, defeating the French supported forces of the Mughal
Empire. He worked in tandem with Clive as military responsibility passed from one
to the other, as they systematically expanded British influence on the subcontinent.
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