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Explore communism through the lens of… 

British Online Archives’ updated 
collection, Communism and Popular 
Culture in the 20th century, 1911-
1988, sheds light on the cultural pol-
itics of sport, cinema, and the arts 
through one of the Communist Party 
of Great Britain’s (CPGB) busiest 
figures, Ivor Montagu (1904-1984).

Montagu was best known for his 
work as a filmmaker, scriptwriter, 
and producer.
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… international sport, cinema, and the arts

According to Professor Kevin Morgan, Montagu “was a significant journalist and publicist of 
communist causes, whose less intensive involvement in party activities allowed him scope for 
an extraordinary range of interests.”

Montagu worked with famous film makers 
Sergei Eisenstein and Alfred Hitchcock

Sources include: Archive Trust of the Communist Party of Great Britain

Over 4 million records covering 1000 years of 
world history: from politics & warfare, to slavery 
& revolution.

The collection contains over 25,000 
unique images.

The collection features extensive 
correspondence with political fig-
ures from across the globe, cultural 
and sporting memorabilia, as well 
as reports from behind the Iron 
Curtain during Montagu’s time at 
the Daily Worker. 

Montagu’s papers therefore 
provide a unique insight into the 
interaction between communism 
and popular culture during the 
20th century.

This collection is part of the British 
Communism at Home and Abroad, 
1883-1991 series.

He was also a trained naturalist, the founder of the International Table 
Tennis Federation, president of the Southampton F.C. Supporters’ Club, 
and a prominent communist activist.

The collection draws from Montagu’s extensive personal papers, which 
offer a detailed and often intimate portrait of Montagu’s busy life, from 
his childhood in elite education to his numerous political activities with 
the CPGB.

Professor Morgan has written 3 contextual 
essays to accompany the collection. 


